
1

 Concerning the choice of relative adverbs or pronouns, the relative adverbs, 
"where", "when" and "why" can be used for location, time, and the reason for 
something happening, respectively. All can be replaced by "that" in defining 
relative clauses, but when "where" is replaced by "that" (or "which") an extra 
preposition must be added to the sentence. We use "which" for things and 
"who" is used for people, and in defining relative clauses "that" is also always 
possible. Remember, it is not possible to use "that" in a nondefining relative 
clause.

The source text:
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Defining

Rel. Pronouns

or "that"/"which" + prep.• "where" location

• "when" time

• "why" reason

• "which" things

• "who" people

or "that"}
Nondefining

As above, but we can never use "that"!

Example 1:
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Rel. Pronouns

 

Defining

"when"  time

"why"  reason

"which"  things

"who"  people   

or "that"/"which" + prep.

or "that"

"where"  location

"when"  time

"why"  reason

"which"  things

"who"  people   

"where"  location

Nondefining

Example 2:
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