Some helpful information
about prepositions...



Prepositions usually come before nouns or gerunds (-ing form used as a noun)...

PREPOSITIONS

N «==== NOUN
1 'Before the exam,"

Y"Despite being nervous..."

e ——— GERUND
...although a few can come after a noun e.g ""three years ago''.
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In all, there are about 150 prepositions in English and they can play a very important
role in the language: by expressing spatial and temporal relationships.

on ahos ovar in fraint of

DESIcE bl unler b=hind




However, there are many different problems associated with selecting the correct one, for
several reasons. One preposition may have many different meanings at different times (the
dictionary has ten meanings listed for "at').
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Also, different prepositions can be used with very similar meanings

e.g@he afternoon", buthursday afternoon."




You may wish to attempt the exercises in Activity 1 by testing the knowledge of their use
that you have already acquired. Or, if you prefer, you can refer to some study lists by

following the link in the Learning Object to some Preposition Study Lists, then do the
exercises to test your memory.

Choosing the correct preposition
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After studying the lists,
try the exercises...

Good luck!
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